
5. Why does God hide while people suffer?

2. Can we be certain that God exists?

3. Has science replaced the need for faith?

1. Do we need to win arguments to win souls?

4. Should we still take Genesis seriously?

Atheism, Apatheism, or Adventism?
Anthony Bosman, PhD

6. Space colonies and A.I.? The future of humanity.
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il Is God willing to prevent evil, but not able?
Then he is not omnipotent.

Is he able, but not willing?
Then he is malevolent.

Is he both able and willing?
Then whence cometh evil?

Is he neither able nor willing?
Then why call him God?

Epicurus, 3rd century BC



God is dead.
Nietzsche



When one gives up the Christian faith, one pulls 
the right to Christian morality from under one’s 
feet… Christianity is a system, a whole view of 

things thought out together. By breaking one main 
concept out of it, the faith in God, one breaks the 

whole: nothing remains in one’s hands.

Nietzsche, Twilight of the Idols



The universe we observe has precisely the 
properties we should expect if there is, at 

bottom, no purpose, no evil, no good, nothing 
but blind, pitiless indifference.

Dawkins, A Darwinian View of Life
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The Logical Problem of Evil
The Problem of Evil claims that there is a contradiction 
in the following statements:
(1)  God is omnipotent,
(2) God is omniscient,
(3) God is omnibenevolent,
(4) Evil exists.

But in order to show a contradiction, it is necessary to 
show to God does not have morally sufficient reasons to 
allow evil.



Morally Sufficient-Reason
God's creation of persons with morally 
significant free will is something of 
tremendous value. God could not 
eliminate much of the evil and suffering in 
this world without thereby eliminating the 
greater good of having created persons 
with free will with whom he could have 
relationships and who are able to love one 
another and do good deeds.



God does not force the will or judgment of any. He 
takes no pleasure in a slavish obedience. He desires 

that the creatures of His hands shall love Him because 
He is worthy of love. He would have them obey Him 
because they have an intelligent appreciation of His 

wisdom, justice, and benevolence.

Ellen White, The Great Controversy



What about 
natural evil?



Why is there 
evil?



You were the signet of perfection,

full of wisdom and perfect in beauty...

You were blameless in your way

from the day you were created,

till unrighteousness was found in you.

 Ezekiel 28:11, 15 Or
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It is impossible to explain the origin of sin so 
as to give a reason for its existence…
Sin is an intruder, for whose presence no 
reason can be given. It is mysterious, 
unaccountable; to excuse it is to defend it.

Ellen White, The Great Controversy Or
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Rather than try to justify the presence of evil,
Scripture focuses on God’s plan to get rid of it.

“What do you plot against the Lord?
He will make a complete end;

trouble will not rise up a second time.”
(Nahum 1:9)



God’s End Goal: A universe of created beings that 
continually, freely choose the good, in others-come-first 

loving relationship each other and God, inoculated against 
ever again choosing sin or selfishness.

“And every priest stands daily at his service, offering repeatedly 
the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins. But when 
Christ had offered for all time a single sacrifice for sins, he sat 
down at the right hand of God.” (Hebrews 10:11-12)



“Angelic perfection failed in heaven. Human perfection 
failed in Eden, the paradise of bliss. All who wish for 
security in earth or heaven must look to the Lamb of 
God. The plan of salvation, making manifest the justice 
and love of God, provides an eternal safeguard against 
defection in unfallen worlds, as well as among those 
who shall be redeemed by the blood of the Lamb. Our 
only hope is perfect trust in the blood of Him who can 
save to the uttermost all that come unto God by Him.”

Ellen White, What Was Secured By The Death of Christ?,
Signs of the Times, Dec 30, 1889



Cosmic Year: Time it takes for 
solar system to complete orbit 
in Milky Way. Approximately 
225 Million years.
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“God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; 
there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor 
crying. There shall be no more pain, for the 
former things have passed away.”

Revelation 21:4

The Biblical worldview is unique in that it presents 
evil as truly, completely coming to an end.



"I can indeed hardly see how anyone ought to wish 
Christianity to be true; for if so the plain language of 
the text seems to show that the men who do not 
believe, and this would include my Father, Brother and 
almost all my best friends, will be everlastingly 
punished. And this is a damnable doctrine."

Charles Darwin, Autobiography

“Nothing proves the man-made character of religion as 
obviously as the sick mind that designed hell.”

Christopher Hitchens, God is Not Great



Why doesn’t God give more evidence?



Omniscience--wonderful or terrifying?

O Lord, you have searched me and known me!
You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from afar.
You search out my path and my lying down and are acquainted with all my ways.

Even before a word is on my tongue, behold, O Lord, you know it altogether.
You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is high; I cannot attain it.
[Psalm 139:1-6]



Omnipresence--wonderful or terrifying?

Where shall I go from your Spirit?
Or where shall I flee from your presence?

If I ascend to heaven, you are there!
If I make my bed in Sheol, you are there!

If I take the wings of the morning and dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea,
even there your hand shall lead me, and your right hand shall hold me.

[Psalm 139:7-10]



God permits non-belief because He would 
rather someone reject Him then live in a 

fear-based relationship with Him. Love, not 
mere belief, is God’s chief objective.



The mystery of the cross explains all other 
mysteries. In the light that streams from Calvary 
the attributes of God which had filled us with fear 
and awe appear beautiful and attractive. Mercy, 
tenderness, and parental love are seen to blend 

with holiness, justice, and power.

The Great Controversy, p.652



● God knows suffering and 
will bring it to an end.

● God is fair and 
transparent.

● God is love, desiring 
relationship and freely 
given worship.

● A god who makes 
people suffer forever.

● A god whose judgement 
is arbitrary.

● A god who is a 
demanding dictator and 
control freak.

Atheism rejects... We believe...



"We are called atheists. And we confess that we are 
atheists, so far as gods of this [fearful] sort are 
concerned, but not with respect to the most true God, 
the Father of righteousness and temperance and the 
other virtues, who is free from all impurity."

Justin Martyr (~155AD)



God in Christ experienced...

“...we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize 
with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has 
been tempted as we are, yet without sin.” (Hebrews 4:15)

Political refugee, lost parent, betrayed then abandoned by 
friends, stripped naked, physically and verbally abused by 
those in power, unjustly condemned, crucified, separated 
from God, bore the sin of humanity.

God Knows Pain



Each person experiences only his or her own pain.
God alone is familiar with the unimaginable sum of 

human misery.



The cross is a revelation to our dull senses of the 
pain that, from its very inception, sin has brought 

to the heart of God. Every departure from the 
right, every deed of cruelty, every failure of 

humanity to reach His ideal, brings grief to Him.

Ellen White, Education
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