Atheism, Apatheism, or Adventism?
Anthony Bosman, PhD

1. Do we need to win arguments to win souls?
2. Can we be certain that God exists?
3. Has science replaced the need for faith?
4. Should we still take Genesis seriously?
5. Why does God hide while people suffer?
6. Space colonies and A.I.? The future of humanity.

“I think in the first place that it is
very pious to say and prudent to
affirm that the Holy Bible can
never speak untruth—whenever
its true meaning is understood.”
Galileo Galilei
Letter to the Grand Duchess
Christina of Tuscany, 1615

Aristotelian
Worldview
Integrated into
Medieval theology.
Aristotle considered
an authority.

Aristotelian/Medieval
“We become just
by doing just acts...”

Martin Luther

Johannes Kepler
“Luther of Astronomy”

Reformation
“The just shall live by faith.”

Prior to the Reformation, there was an emphasis on finding
the true meaning of the Bible by reading it allegorically.
“The man who was going down is Adam. Jerusalem is paradise,
and Jericho is the world. The robbers are hostile powers. The
priest is the Law, the Levite is the prophets, and the Samaritan
is Christ. The wounds are disobedience, the beast is the Lord’s
body, the [inn], which accepts all who wish to enter, is the
Church. … The manager of the [inn] is the head of the Church,
to whom its care has been entrusted. And the fact that the
Samaritan promises he will return represents the Savior’s
second coming.” (Origen, Homily 34.3)

Prior to the Reformation, there was an emphasis on finding
the true meaning of the Bible by reading it allegorically.
Creation:
● Christ is the greater light, the church is the lesser light, the
saints are the stars.
● Adam is a type of Christ: being put to sleep, his side opened,
securing His Bride, the Church.
This extended to a symbolic reading of nature, as well. The
physical world pointed to deeper spiritual realities.

Allegorical interpretations in Adventism:
● The parable lost coin about the forgotten Sabbath
commandment.
● Stories about women/ships are actually about the church.
● The Song of Songs chronicles the great disappointment.
● Everything in the Sanctuary corresponds to something about
personal health, the church, and Christ’s high priestly
ministry.
Even when these come to the right doctrinal conclusions, they
model an irresponsible way of reading and applying the text.

“Had it not been for the rise of the literal
interpretation of the Bible and the
subsequent appropriation of biblical
narratives by early modern scientists,
modern science may not have arisen at all.
In sum, the Bible and its literal
interpretation have played a vital role in
the development of Western science.”
Peter Harrison
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“I had the intention of becoming a
theologian … but now I see how
God is, by my endeavours, also
glorified in astronomy, for ‘the
heavens declare the glory of
God.’”
Johannes Kepler
Mathematician, Astronomer

“When I wrote my treatise about our
system I had an eye upon such
principles as might work with
considering men for the belief of a
Deity; and nothing can rejoice me
more than to find it useful for that
purpose.”
Isaac Newton
Letter to Richard Bentley

A Closer Reading
of Genesis 1-3

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” (Genesis 1:1)

Heaven + Earth = Everything (Universe)
A merism brings together two opposites to represent the whole:
● “Keep this Book of the Law always on your lips; meditate on it
day and night…” (Joshua 1:8)
● “...all the people, great and small.” (2 Chron 34:30)

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” (Genesis 1:1)
Introduction: Temporal Marker, Subject, Verb
“In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar
king of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it.” (Daniel 1:1)
“Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the Lord by
the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the Lord stirred up the spirit of
Cyrus king of Persia…” (Ezra 1:1)

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” (Genesis 1:1)

God created everything--from nothing (ex nihilo)!
“By faith we understand that the worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things
which are seen were not made of things which are visible.”
(Hebrews 11:3)
“You are worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honor and power;
For You created all things, and by Your will they exist and were created.”
(Revelation 4:11)

Creation of
Universe

“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”
(Genesis 1:1)

Focus Shifts
To The Earth

“The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was
on the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was
hovering over the face of the waters.” (Genesis 1:2)

God Forms Spaces

God Fills with Objects

Day 1: Light & Darkness

Day 4: Greater & Lesser Light

Day 2: Waters Above & Below

Day 5: Birds & Sea Creatures

Day 3: Land & Sea

Day 6: Land Animals & Humanity
Day 7: Sabbath

The Image of God (Genesis 1:26-28)
● Resemblance: “Let Us make man in Our image, according to Our
likeness...” (Gen 1:26)
○ Moral/spiritual nature; reason; language; etc.
● Relational: “So God created man in His own image; in the image of
God He created him; male and female He created them.” (Gen 1:27)
○ Human relationships reflect Trinitarian love.
● Representative: “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the earth and subdue it;
have dominion over the fish of the sea, over the birds of the air, and
over every living thing that moves on the earth.” (Gen 1:28)
○ Share in God’s rule of and care for creation. Extend creation.
(Priesthood of all believers.)

The Creation of Adam, Michelango

God created man in His own image; in the
image of God He created him; male and
female He created them. Then God blessed
them, and God said to them, “Be fruitful and
multiply; fill the earth and subdue it; have
dominion… Genesis 1:27-28

Marduk slays Taimut

...a savage, ‘Man’ shall be his name.
Verily, savage-man I will create.
He shall be charged with the service
of the gods.
That they might be at ease!
Babylonian Enuma Elish

Human rights have not always been
assumed or extended to all.

“Let there be a law that no
deformed child shall live.”
[Aristotle, The Politics]

“We hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal, that they
are endowed by their Creator with certain
unalienable Rights, that among these are
Life, Liberty and the pursuit of
Happiness.”

The Greeks and Romans recognized “Man is more than a tiny
vagary of whirling electrons
women, children, and slaves as
or a wisp of smoke from a
having less dignity as free men.

limitless smoldering. Man is
a child of God, made in His
image, and therefore must
be respected as such.”

If we present a man with a concept of man which is not true,
we may well corrupt him. When we present man as an
automaton of reflexes, as a mind-machine, as a bundle of
instincts, as a pawn of drives and reactions, as a mere product
of instinct, heredity and environment, we feed the nihilism to
which modern man is, in any case, prone.
I became acquainted with the last stage of that corruption in
my second concentration camp, Auschwitz. The gas chambers
of Auschwitz were the ultimate consequence of the theory that
man is nothing but the product of heredity and environment; or
as the Nazi liked to say, ‘of Blood and Soil.’
Viktor Frankl

The Significance of Sabbath (Exodus 20:8-11)
Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it
holy. Six days you shall labor, and do all
your work... For in six days the Lord
made heaven and earth, the sea, and all
that is in them, and rested on the
seventh day.

We are to imitate God in work and rest.
Our work is significant--participating in
and extending God’s good creation. But
our value is not merely found in what we
produce.

On it you shall not do any work, you, or Sabbath rest extends to all because all
your son, or your daughter, your male are made in the image of God--all have
servant, or your female servant, or your dignity.
livestock, or the sojourner who is within
your gates.
Therefore the Lord blessed the Sabbath God has the power to make holy.
day and made it holy.

Why Two Creation Accounts?
Cosmic
Creation
Account

Genesis 1:1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.
...
Genesis 2:4a This is the history of the heavens and the earth when
they were created...
The genealogies serve as transitions in Genesis.
Genesis 5:1 This is the book of the genealogy of Adam…
Genesis 10:1 Now this is the genealogy of the sons of Noah..
Genesis 11:10 This is the genealogy of Shem…

Human
Focused
Creation
Account

Genesis 2:4b ...in the day that the Lord God made the earth and the
heavens, before any plant of the field was in the earth and before any
herb of the field had grown. For the Lord God had not caused it to rain
on the earth, and there was no man to till the ground; but a mist went
up from the earth and watered the whole face of the ground.

The 6th day in Genesis 1

The 6th day in Genesis 2

Male &
Female

“God created man in His own image;
in the image of God He created him;
male and female He created them.”
(Gen 1:27)

And the Lord God caused a deep sleep to
fall on Adam, and he slept; and He took one
of his ribs, and closed up the flesh in its
place… (Gen 2:21-23)

Family

“Be fruitful and multiply” (Gen 1:28)

Therefore a man shall leave his father and
mother and be joined to his wife, and they
shall become one flesh. (Gen 2:24)

Work

“fill the earth and subdue it; have
dominion…” (Gen 1:28)

Then the Lord God took the man and put
him in the garden of Eden to tend and keep
it. (Gen 2:15)

Diet

“I have given you every herb that
yields seed which is on the face of all
the earth, and every tree whose fruit
yields seed; to you it shall be for
food.” (Gen 1:29)

And the Lord God commanded the man,
saying, “Of every tree of the garden you
may freely eat; but of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil you shall not
eat...” (Gen 2:16-17)

Matthew 19:3-5
The Pharisees also came to Him, testing Him, and saying to Him,
“Is it lawful for a man to divorce his wife for just any reason?”
And He answered and said to them, “Have you not read that He
who made them at the beginning ‘made them male and female,’
(Gen 1:27) and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father
and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become
one flesh’ (Gen 2:24)?

Contradict Genesis 1?

Objection!

Genesis 2:4b-6 ...in the day that the Lord God made the
earth and the heavens, before any plant of the field was
in the earth and before any herb of the field had grown.
For the Lord God had not caused it to rain on the earth, and
there was no man to till the ground; but a mist went up
from the earth and watered the whole face of the ground.

The Curse of Genesis 3
“Cursed is the ground because of you; in pain you shall eat of it all the days of
your life; thorns and thistles it shall bring forth for you; and you shall eat the
plants of the field. By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you
return to the ground.” (Gen 3:17-19)

Genesis 3:6-7
So when the woman saw that the
tree was good for food, and that it
was a delight to the eyes, and that
the tree was to be desired to make
one wise, she took of its fruit and
ate, and she also gave some to her
husband who was with her, and he
ate. Then the eyes of both were
opened, and they knew that they
were naked. And they sewed fig
leaves
together
and
made
themselves loincloths.

“The Fall is a very of life. It is not only the only
enlightening, but the only encouraging view of life… A
man who holds this view of life will find it giving light
on a thousand things; on which mere evolutionary
ethics have not a word to say. For instance… that
happiness is not only a hope, but also in some
strange manner a memory; and that we are all kings
in exile.” [G.K. Chesterton]

“Man is but a reed, the most feeble thing in nature; but he
is a thinking reed. The entire universe need not arm itself
to crush him. A vapour, a drop of water suffices to kill him.
But, if the universe were to crush him, man would still be
more noble than that which killed him, because he knows
that he dies and the advantage which the universe has
over him; the universe knows nothing of this.”
[Blaise Pascal]

“Man’s greatness and wretchedness are so evident
that the true religion must necessarily teach us that
there is in man some great principle of greatness and
some great principle of wretchedness.”
[Blaise Pascal]

Adam in Eve? Really?
Y-Chromosomal
Adam: Common
patrilineal ancestor
of all living males.

Mitochondrial Eve:
Common matrilineal
ancestor of all living
humans.

*Models place Y-Chromosomal Adam and Mitochondrial
Eve at around 200 kye but not necessarily as
contemporaries or as the only living man/woman. Rely on
assumptions about rate of genetic mutation, etc.

“From one man he made all the nations, that they
should inhabit the whole earth…” (Acts 17:26)

“For if the many died by the
trespass of the one man,how much
more did God’s grace and the gift
that came by the grace of the one
man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the
many!“ (Romans 5:15)

“Since the book of nature and the book of revelation bear the
impress of the same master mind, they cannot but speak in
harmony. By different methods, and in different languages, they
witness to the same great truths. Science is ever discovering new
wonders; but she brings from her research nothing that, rightly
understood, conflicts with divine revelation. The book of nature and
the written word shed light upon each other. They make us
acquainted with God by teaching us something of the laws through
which He works.” (Education p.128)

Scripture

Speak in Harmony

Nature
Vestibulum
congue

Theology
Our interpretation of Scripture.

Possible Conflict

Science
Our interpretation of nature.
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