
5. Why does God hide while people suffer?

2. Can we be certain that God exists?

3. Has science replaced the need for faith?

1. Do we need to win arguments to win souls?

4. Should we still take Genesis seriously?

Atheism, Apatheism, or Adventism?
Anthony Bosman, PhD

6. Space colonies and A.I.? The future of humanity.



“Have no fear of them, nor be 
troubled, but in your hearts honor 
Christ the Lord as holy, always being 
prepared to make a defense to 
anyone who asks you for a reason 
for the hope that is in you; yet do it 
with gentleness and respect, having a 
good conscience, so that, when you 
are silenced, those who revile your 
good behavior in Christ may be put to 
shame.” (1 Peter 3:14b-16)
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Avoid straw men: weak versions or 
misrepresentations of your opponent's argument.

Exercise the principle of charity: assume 
the best about your opponent and engage with 
the best of version of his argument.

"In meeting an opponent, it should be our earnest effort to present subjects 
in such a manner as to awaken conviction in his mind, instead of seeking 
merely to give confidence to the believer." [Testimonies, Vol 5, p. 708]



"Men despise religion; they hate 
it, and fear it is true. To remedy 
this, we must begin by showing 
that religion is not contrary to 
reason; that it is venerable, to 
inspire respect for it; then we 
must make it lovable, to make 
good men hope it is true; finally, 
we must establish it is true." 
[Blaise Pascal]



“The Saviour knew that no 
argument, however logical, 
would melt hard hearts or break 
through the crust of worldliness 
and selfishness.”[1]

“Love will do that which 
argument will fail to 
accomplish.”[2]

[1] Acts of the Apostles, p.31        [2] Gospel Workers, p. 121
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“Intuitions come first, strategic 
reasoning second.”

“Reasoning can take you 
wherever you want to go.”



“...when we want to believe something, we 
ask ourselves, ‘Can I believe it?’ Then, 
we search for supporting evidence, and if 
we find even a single piece of 
pseudo-evidence, we can stop thinking. 
We now have permission to believe. We 
have a justification, in case anyone asks. 
In contrast, when we don’t want to believe 
something, we ask ourselves, ‘Must I 
believe it?’ Then we search for contrary 
evidence, and if we find a single reason to 
doubt the claim, we can dismiss it.”







The party registration of religious leaders

...

...



"If your racial identity and your religious 
identity and your cultural identity and your 
geographical identity are all wrapped up 
with your political party, then if your party 
loses it hurts a lot more psychologically, 
and if your party wins every part of you 
has won. One of the effects of this 
increased social sorting is that when 
elections occur they're not just 
competitions between the two parties, they 
become competitions between racial 
groups and religious groups--and that kind 
of thing is extremely dangerous."
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Political Implications of the Great Controversy
Political conflicts are not the ultimate conflict--we are to avoid being 
“unequally yoked” to political parties.

"It is a mistake for you to link your interests with any political party, to cast your 
vote with them or for them." (Gospel Workers, 393)

However, the great controversy also affirms the value of social order, 
human dignity, and liberty, leading the church to social engagement.

Eg. “The American nation owes a debt of love to the colored race, and God has 
ordained that they should make restitution for the wrong they have done them 
in the past.” (Advent Review and Sabbath Herald, Jan 1896)

The dividing line between good and evil isn’t between political parties 
or classes of people, but cuts through every human heart.



Putting It Into Practice
Diversify your news sources -- look out for motivated 
reasoning and echo chambers.

Step back from social media -- on Sabbath, a 1-month fast, etc. 
Save the important conversations for face-to-face. (3 John 13)

Guard the way you speak about national leaders -- 
pray for them.

Resist seeing those “on the other side” as the 
enemy -- look for the image of God in them.
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